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linen yarn; but our spinners are poor people, women commonly scattered about in all different parts of the country, without support or protection. It is not by the sale of their work, but by that of the complete work of the weavers that our great master manufacturers make their profits. As it is their interest to sell the complete manufacture as dear, so it is to buy the materials as cheap, as possible. By extorting from the legislature bounties on the exportation of their own linen, high duties on the importation of all foreign linen, and a total prohibition of the home consumption of some sorts of French linen, they endeavour to sell their own goods as dear as possible. They are as intent to keep down the wages of their own weavers as the earnings of the poor spinners; and it is by no means for the benefit of the workmen that they endeavour either to raise the price of the complete work or to lower that of the rude materials. It is the industry that is carried on for the benefit of the rich and powerful that is principally encouraged by our mercantile system. That which is carried on for the benefit of the poor and indigent is too often either neglected or oppressed.":L It is quite clear from this passage that Adam Smith did not approve of the repeal of the duty on linen yarn, the reason being that the duty so far gave encouragement to the home labour of flaxgrowers and spinners. It is implied that the advantage to the nation isc measured by the relative amount of the home labour employed.
1 The application of the ideas to the case of "sweated industries1" is obvious.